STUDY GUIDE
THE MOST SPECTACULAR TRAVELING Box

A great fictional read-aloud book for middle schools.
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ToPIC RESEARCH

DURING THE 1930s, THE UNITED STATES ENDURED FOUR KEY EVENTS: THE DusT BowL, THE GREAT DEPRESSION,
THE LINGERING HEALTH ISSUES FROM THE SPANISH FLU PANDEMIC, AND THE GREAT WAR (WORLD WAR ).
RESEARCH EACH EVENT AND GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION BELOW.

DusTt BowL THE GREAT DEPRESSION




" A\ CHAPTERS 1-3 /\LAU\

. WHAT IS THE POINT OF VIEW FOR 5. INFER WHY DROUGHT AND DUST STORMS HAD FAMILIES
THE MOST SPECTACULAR TRAVELING Box? FLEEING THEIR HOMES. GIVE EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT.

____1st-person __3rd-person

____2nd-person omniscient

. WHAT ARE THE TWO MAIN SETTINGS?
GIVE EXAMPLES.

6. PREDICT WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO SOPHIE MAE IF SHE STAYS IN
DRYCROP. WHAT EXAMPLES CAN YOU FIND FROM THE TEXT?

. BASED ON GEORGE THE GREAT’S ACTIONS,
WHAT IS HIS PERSONALITY? GIVE EXAMPLES.

MARK AN X BESIDE EACH TRUE
STATEMENT FOR CHAPTERS 1-3

____Sophie Mae finds the box.

. WHAT ARE SOME CLUES AS TO HOW

__A desperate man begs for food in Drycrop.

____Sophie Mae lives alone.

__Locals have swap days to gather supplies.




CHAPTER 4

. LIST THREE EMOTIONS/FEELINGS THAT SOPHIE MAE
EXPERIENCES IN THESE CHAPTERS.

BACK UP EACH WITH EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXT.

2. CONTRAST MR. KIMALL’S AND THE TRAVELING BUSINESSMAN’S

DEMEANOR IN RELATION TO THE ECONOMIC DEPRESSION. GIVE
EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXT.

Emotion/Feeling Example Text

3. WHAT CAN YOU INFER ABOUT THE PEOPLE LIVING IN
LOCAL HOOVERVILLE? GIVE EVIDENCE.

4. WHY DID SOPHIE MAE RETURN TO THE GARDENIA ESTATE?
WHAT DOES THIS SAY ABOUT HER CHARACTER?

BACK UP YOUR ANSWER WITH EXAMPLES.




1. WHY WOULD IT BE IMPORTANT FOR GEORGE TO STUDY THE POTIONS’
EFFECTS ON THE RESIDENTS? GIVE EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT. MATCH THE CHARACTERS WITH THEIR JOB TITLES.

____LEGcGY a. non-speaking giraffe
____MARY Louise b. estate troublemaker

____BiLLy c. banished chemist assistant

—___MYRT d. sassy ex-circus elephant

2. HOw DOES THE IMAGINATION ROOM WORK? WHAT IDEAS WOULD YOU ERNEST e. estate gardener

BRING TO THE ROOM?

. WiLL SoPHIE MAE BE COMFORTABLE IN THE GARDENIA ESTATE? GIVE THREE REASONS TO BACK YOUR THEORY.




SR CharTErs 7-9 BB

1. IDENTIFY IF THE STATEMENT IS A SIMILE, ONOMATOPOEIA, OR PERSONIFICATION.

Simile Onomatopoeia Personification

“Bright orange and yellow coral grew on the boulders below, and seagrass swayed like

wheat crops on a breezy day.”
“Her dress remained crisp as ever, even resisting the urge to float with the water.”

“Her tail swooshed at George who trudged through the dewy grass toward the barn.”

“Mr. Kimall’s truck roared up the drive.”

“Compared to the ruin of Drycrop, the Gardenia Estate was like a dream.”

“His hands wagged like moose antlers as he taunted his opponents.”

2. What reasoning does George the Great give for not releasing the potion? Give evidence from the text.

3. Myrt feels alone after losing her reflection. How would modern society deal with such an issue?




VOCABULARY
CHAPTERS 1-9

ACROSS

2. A state of severe disrepair
7. A person who derives advantage from something
8. A state of being private or away from others

DOwWN

1. The art of writing by hand

3. Medieval forerunner of chemistry

4. Delivers supplies to each floor of a house
5. Name given to sandstorms during the 1930s
6. Serving as a temporary substitute

ALCHEMY-DUMBWAITER-BENEFICIARY-SECLUSION
RAMSHACKLE-MAKESHIFT-PENMANSHIP-DUST BowL




1. Billy and Mary Louise employed trickery to attend the carnival.
What was their goal and how could they have handled the situation without deception? Give evidence.

DRAG STATMENTS BELOW TO THE APPROPRIATE CIRCLE.

Billy wants to win Gus and Mary Louise
a catcher’s mitt from are captured by the
® ® the bottle toss game. animal trainers.

o
‘The Spirit’
scares away
the carnival goers.

Gus the Grizzly
attacks Mary Louise
from his cage.

Sophie Mae, Dink,
and Billy ride Leggy
to the carnival.
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CHAPTERS 11-12

1. LIST TWO MAIN EVENTS IN CHAPTERS 11 AND 12 THAT SHOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE GARDENIA ESTATE RESIDENTS AND THE PEOPLE OF EVENLAND.
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2. Classify the conflicts as either external or internal.
Internal External

“Wanted” signs for George had Sophie Mae second-guessing his generosity.

Ernest attempted to trick Sophie Mae with the heart-shaped necklace.

Sophie Mae’s conversation with Ernest makes her feel like an outsider.

Sunday night walks with Mary Louise had become dangerous.

Dust Bowl refugees upset the societal balance of small town Evenland.




CHAPTERS 13-14

1. How DOES SOPHIE MAE REACT TO THE LAWYER WHO VISITS THE HOUSE? GIVE EVIDENCE.
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2. SOPHIE MAE AND DINK ARE FRIENDS THAT DON’T ALWAYS AGREE.
EXPLAIN HOW THEIR DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS MIGHT CAUSE DISAGREEMENTS. GIVE EVIDENCE.

3. READ THE PASSAGE BELOW. DO YOU BELIEVE ERNEST WANTS TO SAVE HIS COMMUNITY? USE EVIDENCE AS SUPPORT.
§0©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

y “ERNEST DEAD-BOLTED THE DOOR BEHIND HIM AND GLARED AT THE PEOPLE ON THE STREET. A SMILE GREW

®

D FROM HIS SINGLE THOUGHT. THE PUBLIC STRUGGLES EACH DAY TO LIVE, IGNORANT OF THE ESTATE’S POWER.
PY THAT GIRL AND THE POTION ARE THE ONLY WAY | CAN SAVE HUMANITY FROM ITSELF.”
@
°®




Match each cause with the effect.

____1. Sophie Mae and Dink argue over family. . Myrt was too ill for the potion to work.

____2. George sneaks into Aunt Catherine’s room. . Sophie Mae sees her grandma in the imagination room.
____3.0Oscar D noticed Sophie Mae’s absence. . Proof of George’s guilt is discovered.

____4. Myrt’s potion faded. . Sophie Mae flees and is almost hit by a car.

____5. George made a new potion for Myrt. . Sophie Mae returns to Evenland to nurse Myrt.

____6. Sophie Mae and Dink run into Ernest in town. . Oscar D takes a bus to Drycrop to find her.

1. Sophie Mae takes care of Myrt when the potion fades, but all the years of her life catch up.
Give examples of the emotions/feelings Sophie Mae exhibits plus how she copes with Myrt’s passing.




7@ CHAPTERS 19-20 @,;

1. WHY DOES ERNEST VISIT THE FAKE LAWYER, THOMAS R. SMITH?

2. DESCRIBE ERNEST’S TRANSFORMATION DURING THE VISIT USING EXAMPLES FROM THE BOOK.

3. READ THE PASSAGE BELOW. DO YOU AGREE WITH ERNEST THAT THE TIME FOR DISTRIBUTING THE POTION IS OVERDUE?
GIVE EVIDENCE TO BACK YOUR VIEW.

“OH, PLEASE,” ERNEST SAID. “DON’T GIVE ME THAT SENTIMENTAL BUSINESS. PEOPLE ARE STEALING FROM
THEIR OWN PARENTS, AND YOU THINK I’M CONCERNED WITH FEELINGS AND MORALS? THE TIME FOR ACTION HAS LONG
PASSED. WE HAVE SUFFERED THROUGH THE GREAT WAR, THE SPANISH INFLUENZA, AND NOW THIS ECONOMIC
DEPRESSION. HOW MUCH MORE CAN HUMANKIND SUFFER?”




o= VOCABULA

CHAPTERS 10-




CHAPTERS 21-22

1. WHAT VISION DOES Ms. RuUBY HAVE ABOUT SOPHIE MAE’S SAFETY?

WHO CARRIES AN UNCONSCIOUS
SOPHIE MAE TO THE MAYVILLE’S COTTAGE?

____DINK WITH HER LEFT HAND
____Ms. RuBY WITH HER STRENGTH

____MR. LANGSTON WITH HIS MIND

____OSCAR D WITH HIS ARMS

2. SOPHIE MAE BENDS THE TRUTH TO LURE ERNEST TO THE GARDENIA ESTATE.
GIVE TWO EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXT.

3. UP TO CHAPTER 21, HOW MANY TRAVELING BOXES HAVE BEEN MADE BY GEORGE THE GREAT? TO WHOM DID THEY BELONG?




CHAPTERS 23-24

DRAG STATMENTS BELOW TO THE APPROPRIATE CIRCLE. ®
o ® ® 9
@ @
Mr. Kimall knew ® S

about the potion. ®

@
Mr. Kimall used to be a ®
lion tamer in the
carnival.

Dink was taking driving
lessons from Mr. Kimall.

Mr. Kimall had taken the ¢ ®

potion but stayed
visible. ® FA L s E
®e o
ooo0®°

1. WHEN ERNEST’S TRAVELING BOX IS BUSTED, HOW DOES SOPHIE MAE REACT? USE EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT.

2. WHY DOES SOPHIE MAE BECOME DISORIENTED IN DRYCROP? GIVE EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT.

3. GEORGE THE GREAT DISCOVERS HIS SIDE EFFECT OF THE POTION. EXPLAIN HOW IT AFFECTS ERNEST.




READ THE PASSAGE FROM CHAPTER 25 BELOW.
GIVE ONE EXAMPLE OF HOW EACH GARDENIA ESTATE RESIDENT HELPED SOPHIE MAE BECOME FAMILY.

“WHETHER OR NOT YOU REMEMBER HATTIE, YOU’'RE HERE WITH US NOW. I’'M YOUR FAMILY, AND SO ARE THE OTHERS IN
THIS HOUSE. FAMILIES PROTECT EACH OTHER. THEY FORGIVE EACH OTHER’S WEAKNESSES AND TEACH US ABOUT THE WORLD
FROM ANOTHER’S VIEW...HOME 1S ABOUT MORE THAN LOCATION. IT’S ABOUT THE PEOPLE YOU SURROUND YOURSELF WITH
AND GIVE YOUR BEST TO.”

GEORGE THE GREAT MRS. WORTHINGTON

MYRT MAYVILLE OscAarR D




CHAPTER 26

1. WHAT HAPPENED TO ERNEST?

2. SOPHIE MAE LOST BOTH HER MEMORIES OF DRYCROP AND GRANDMA HATTIE TO THE TRAVELING BOX.
DOES SHE STILL DESIRE TO RETURN TO THE FAMILY FARM? GIVE EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXT.

3. READ THE LAST TWO PARAGRAPHS OF THE BOOK BELOW.
INFER SOPHIE MAE’S FUTURE PLANS FOR THE MAYVILLE’S COTTAGE.

HER MIND BEGAN TO WANDER AND VISIONS OF A TRAIN STATION FLOODED BACK TO HER LIKE A DISTANT MEMORY OR A
LONG-FORGOTTEN DREAM. THE SMILE OF A HUMBLE BOY SHOVING BREAD INTO HIS CAP. SOPHIE MAE REMEMBERED THE
BRACELET MADE OF PULL TABS HE'D GIVEN HER. GLANCING BACK AT THE COTTAGE IN THE DISTANCE, A SMILE STRETCHED

ACROSS HER ROSY CHEEKS. “l THINK | MIGHT HAVE A BETTER IDEA.”




ANSWER GUIDE

ToPic RESEARCH
1. ANSWERS WILL VARY.
CHAPTER 1-3

il

2
3.
4,
5

6.

3RD PERSON

DATE 1s AuGUST 1935, DURING THE DUST BOWL AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION.THE FICTIONAL TOWNS OF DRYCROP, OKLAHOMA AND EVENLAND, MINNESOTA
ANSWERS WILL VARY.

4.SAND COVERED THE PLAINS, HENS WERE THE ONLY ANIMALS LEFT, SAND PILES IN THE HOUSE, HOLE IN THE ROOF, NO FOOD, NO WATER.

LAND LACKS NUTRIENTS AND WATER TO GROW FOOD. SANDSTORMS BLAST THE FARMS . MOST CHICKEN FEED STORES ARE CLOSED

SOPHIE MAE WILL DIE. DESPERATE STRANGERS . NO WATER. LOSING HER SANITY. NO NEW FOOD SOURCES BESIDES RATS

ALL STATEMENTS ARE TRUE.
CHAPTER 4

1.

4

SCARED- “SOPHIE MAE COWERED BEHIND THE TREE AND PRAYED HE WOULD LEAVE.”

ANX10US-“SOPHIE MAE PANICKED AS THE BOY’S CAP WAS SNATCHED BY THE MAN AND THROWN TO THE FLOOR.”
UNCERTAIN-“HER BODY WEAKENED, AND SHE FOCUSED ON BREATHING AND CALMING THE URGE TO RUN FAR AWAY AND HIDE.”
ANSWERS WILL VARY.

ANSWERS WILL VARY.

SHE RETURNED FOR THE FOOD AND MYSTERY OF THE HOUSE. SHE HAS PERSISTENCE EVEN IN THE FACE OF THE UNKNOWN.

CHAPTER 5-6

1.
2

3.

ERNEST LIES ABOUT WHAT HE KNOWS, IS A THIEF WITH HER STOLEN HEART NECKLACE, AND CONSIDERS HIMSELF SMART.

“IT’S NOT READY. IMAGINE A POPULACE OF DESPERATE, INVISIBLE PEOPLE. THEY WOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OTHERS. BUSINESSES WOULD BE LOOTED,
AND THE ECONOMY WOULD COLLAPSE. MEDICAL AND CHARITY ORGANIZATIONS WOULD FOLD WITHOUT DONATIONS.”

ANSWERS WILL VARY.

MATCHING-ADBEC
CHAPTERS 7-9

1.
2.
3.

SIMILE PERSONIFICATION ONOMATOPOEIA ONOMATOPOEIA SIMILE SIMILE
THE POTION IS STILL EXPERIMENTAL, AND SIDE-EFFECTS CAN BE DANGEROUS.
ANSWERS WILL VARY.




VOCABULARY 1-9

CHAPTER 10
1. BILLY WANTS TO WIN A BASEBALL BAT. MARY LOUISE WANTS TO FIND AN OLD FRIEND, GUS GRIZZLY, LIVING IN THE CARNIVAL.
TRUE STATEMENTS-‘THE SPIRIT’ SCARES AWAY THE CARNIVAL GOERS.
SoPHIE MAE, DINK, AND BILLY RIDE LEGGY TO THE CARNIVAL.

CHAPTERS 11-12
1. ANSWERS WILL VARY.
2. INTERNAL EXTERNAL INTERNAL EXTERNAL EXTERNAL
CHAPTERS 13-14
1. SOPHIE MAE WANTS TO GET INFORMATION FROM HIM CONCERNING AUNT CATHERINE’S DEATH.
2. ANSWERS WILL VARY.
3. ANSWERS WILL VARY.
CHAPTERS 15-18
MaTcHING-B C F E A D
1. ANSWERS WILL VARY.




CHAPTERS 19-20
1. ERNEST IS DESPERATE AND WANTS TO GAIN CONTROL OVER THE GARDENIA ESTATE BY BEING SOPHIE MAE’S GUARDIAN.
2. His HANDS TRIPLED IN SIZE AND HIS FACE DISTORTED.
3. ANSWERS WILL VARY.
VOCABULARY 10-20
* CONFISCATE-REMOVE, SEIZE, IMPOUND.
* ARID-HAVING LITTLE OR NO RAIN; TOO DRY OR BARREN TO SUPPORT VEGETATION.
* ACCUSATION-A CHARGE OR CLAIM THAT SOMEONE HAS DONE SOMETHING ILLEGAL OR WRONG.
* SPECTACLE-A VISUALLY STRIKING PERFORMANCE OR DISPLAY.
* COMMISSIONED-PRODUCED SPECIALLY TO ORDER.
¢ UNTIMELY-HAPPENING OR DONE AT AN UNSUITABLE TIME.
* CONDOLENCES-AN EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY, ESPECIALLY ON THE OCCASION OF A DEATH.
* OBLIGED-MAKE (SOMEONE) LEGALLY OR MORALLY BOUND TO AN ACTION OR COURSE OF ACTION.
* OBLIVIOUS-NOT AWARE OF OR NOT CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING AROUND ONE.
* AUDIBLE-ABLE TO BE HEARD.

CHAPTERS 21-22
1. “ERNEST ALWAYS ENTERS THE HOUSE ALONE. NO MATTER HOW MUCH | CONCENTRATE, | CAN’T FIND SOPHIE MAE.”
2. SHE LIES ABOUT TAKING THE POTION, BEING KICKED OUT OF THE HOUSE, CONSPIRING WITH ERNEST, AND OFFERING HER HELP TO GET THE POTION.
3. THREE IN TOTAL. ONE FOR SOPHIE MAE, GEORGE, AND ERNEST.
OscAR D CARRIES SOPHIE MAE.

CHAPTERS 23-24
TRUE STATEMENTS- MR. KIMALL KNEW ABOUT THE POTION.
MR. KIMALL HAD TAKEN THE POTION BUT STAYED VISIBLE.
DINK WAS TAKING DRIVING LESSONS FROM MR. KIMALL.
1. SHE USES HER OWN TRAVELING BOX TO WHISK HIM INTO DRYCROP.
2. SHE HAD TRAVELED BY BOX FOUR TIMES AND HER MEMORY OF THE FARM HAS BEEN TAKEN BY THE TRAVELING POTION.
3. GEORGE SHOOTS ENERGY FROM HIS PALMS WHICH SHRINKS ERNEST TO THE SIZE OF A MOUSE.




CHAPTER 25

GEORGE THE GREAT -EXPLAINED THE POTION, INVOLVED HER HOUSEHOLD CHORES, SAVED HER FROM ERNEST
MRS. WORTHINGTON -MADE HER CLOTHES AND HOME-COOKED MEALS

MYRT -WORKED ALONGSIDE HER, TOOK ON ROLE AS GRANDMOTHER
OscAR D -SHARED HIS FEELINGS OF SORROW, SAVES HER FROM THE GARDEN

MR. LANGSTON -PROTECTED HER FROM THE FAKE LAWYER, ORGANIZED MEETINGS TO KEEP SOPHIE MAE SAFE
DINK -HELPED SOPHIE MAE FIND HER ROOM AND TAUGHT HER HOW TO HAVE FUN AGAIN

CHAPTER 26

1. ERNEST SHRUNK TO THE SIZE OF A MOUSE AND LIVES IN A DOLLHOUSE IN THE BASEMENT LAB.
2. SHE HAS NO DESIRE TO RETURN. TEXT:

“SOPHIE MAE TURNED TO DINK. “| KNOW YOU’RE ALL EXPECTING ME TO GO BACK TO DRYCROP, BUT | DON’T WANT TO
IT HAS NO MEANING FOR ME NOW. IT’S JUST A DESERT WASTELAND.””

3. HOUSING THE SMALL FAMILY FROM THE TRAIN STATION IN THE COTTAGE.




